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southwest of American Samoa and 125 miles 
south of Samoa. The earthquake, which reg-
istered 8.3 on the Richter scale, produced 
waves 20 feet in height that penetrated one 
mile inland, sweeping away homes and cars. 

On September 30, 2009, 700 lives were lost 
to a 7.6 magnitude earthquake originating in 
West Sumatra, Indonesia, which also de-
stroyed 83,700 homes, 200 public buildings, 
285 schools and other infrastructure. 

In the wake of these recent events and on 
behalf of the 70,000 Asian American and Pa-
cific Islanders living in the 9th Congressional 
District of Texas, including the 6,000 Filipino 
Americans that I represent, I extend my sin-
cerest condolences to the families whose 
loved ones were lost in these tragedies. As 
the Philippines, American Samoa, Samoa, and 
Indonesia rebuild homes and communities de-
stroyed in the disasters, we recognize the he-
roic rescue efforts mounted by international 
aid organizations and foreign governments, in-
cluding American forces sent by President 
Obama. Let these events remind us of our 
shared humanity and concern for those strug-
gling in the face of adversity. 

Americans across the country continue to 
watch the recovery efforts being undertaken in 
the Philippines, American Samoa, Samoa, and 
Indonesia. We stand ready to assist our fellow 
brothers and sisters in need at a minute’s no-
tice, and we keep you every day in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. Res. 
800, H. Res. 816, and H. Res. 810. 

f 

HONORING THE MADISON COUNTY 
ROTARY CLUB FOR THEIR EF-
FORTS TO BUILD ACCESS RAMPS 
FOR DISABLED PERSONS IN 
THEIR COMMUNITY 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to share with my colleagues and ex-
press my deepest appreciation for a great ac-
complishment in community service in my dis-
trict. 

On Saturday, October 17, 2009, the Madi-
son County Rotary Club will be building their 
four-hundredth handicap-accessible ramp. As 
a Rotarian myself, I know that service projects 
like this allow thousands of disabled Ameri-
cans to live more independent lives each and 
every day. 

Since 1990, Madison County Rotarians 
have completed numerous service projects to 
benefit their community. The club consists of 
more than 60 members from very diverse pro-
fessional backgrounds, and over the past 13 
years, they have collectively built enough 
ramps to stretch over two miles if placed end 
to end. 

These folks do not volunteer their time and 
resources to build these ramps for public rec-
ognition, nor do they profit from their work. In 
fact, they have given away over $600,000 
worth of labor and supplies through their 
ramp-building effort. Instead, these wonderful 
folks see themselves as a part of something 
much bigger: an organization of 1.2 million 
members divided into over 33,000 clubs—all 
over the world. 

Rotary International operates under the 
motto ‘‘Service above Self.’’ This service orga-
nization works all across the world to make 
people’s lives better. It combats hunger, im-
proves health and sanitation, provides edu-
cation and job training, promotes peace, and 
is working to totally eradicate polio. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the Madison County Rotary Club, its dedicated 
members, and the goals that all Rotarians are 
striving to achieve. Their accomplishments 
make the world a better place every day, and 
they deserve our heartfelt thanks. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AMERICA’S GOLD 
STAR MOTHERS 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition that September 27, 
2009, was designated as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s 
Day.’’ It is fitting that we recognize the Amer-
ican Gold Star Mothers, whose sons and 
daughters have died in defense of the ideals 
of individual liberty. They should be honored 
and offered respect and gratitude for their per-
sonal sacrifice. 

Gold Star Mother’s Day is intended to honor 
women who deserve special recognition and 
gratitude for their tremendous personal loss on 
behalf of our country. 

During the early days of World War I, a Blue 
Star was used to represent each Soldier in 
military service of the United States, and as 
the war progressed and Soldiers were killed or 
wounded in combat or died from wounds or 
disease, a Gold Star superimposed over the 
Blue Star designated the loss of these individ-
uals. This tradition recognized Soldiers for 
their ultimate sacrifice to our country and the 
Gold Star offered families an outward symbol 
by which to honor the loss of a loved one. 

In 1928, the Gold Star tradition was formal-
ized in Washington, D.C., by a group of moth-
ers who had lost sons and daughters in serv-
ice to their country and met to form the Amer-
ican Gold Star Mothers organization. This or-
ganization is a nondenominational, non-profit-
able and nonpolitical organization that is dedi-
cated in supporting veterans, military families, 
and Service Members returning from our 
present day battlefields. 

In 1936, President Franklin Roosevelt 
issued a proclamation which recognized Gold 
Star Mothers for their strength and inspiration 
to this country. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my colleagues 
to appreciate the services rendered to the 
United States by the mothers of America who 
have strengthened and inspired our Nation 
throughout history and that we honor the Gold 
Star Mothers of America for their courage and 
their strength. 

f 

HONORING HISPANIC HERITAGE 
MONTH 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Hispanic Heritage Month, 

which runs from September 15, 2009 through 
October 15, 2009. 

The earliest Spanish settlers arrived in the 
United States over 400 years ago. And since 
then, millions of Hispanic men and women 
have immigrated to the United States from 
Mexico, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and other Carib-
bean nations, as well as Central America, 
South America, and Spain. These brave men, 
women, and children have come in search of 
freedom, peace, and opportunity. 

The U.S. Census Bureau currently lists His-
panic Americans as the largest ethnic minority 
within the entire United States with a popu-
lation of 46,900,000 people, making up fifteen 
percent of our nation’s total population. His-
panics also comprise the largest ethnic minor-
ity group in 20 States including my home 
State of New Jersey. 

Hispanics are a vital cog to our economy 
and own over 2.5 million small businesses in 
the United States, which have generated more 
than $400 billion in revenue. Among these 
businesses, Latina-owned entities are growing 
quickly and are currently generating more than 
$45 billion in sales. Hispanic businesses are 
rapidly expanding growing 31% from between 
1997 and 2002, over three times the national 
average during that period. 

Within my own Congressional District, the 
Morris County Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce is a thriving group that has been recog-
nized with distinction. Last year the Morris 
County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce was 
recognized as the best medium Hispanic 
Chamber in our region, and for nearly thirty 
five years, the community has been served 
ably by the Morris County Organization for 
Hispanic Affairs. 

Hispanic Americans have displayed great 
valor in warfare over the course of our nation’s 
history fighting in every war in the history of 
the United States. There are over 1,100,000 
Hispanic veterans of the United States Armed 
Forces, with forty-three of them winning the 
Medal of Honor, the highest military distinction 
in the United States. 

Hispanic Americans have served our nation 
as dedicated public servants, holding positions 
at the highest level of government, including 
Cabinet Secretaries, Senators, Supreme Court 
Justices, and Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Madam Speaker, Hispanic Americans have 
contributed greatly to our country for hundreds 
of years, and are worthy of recognition. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in honoring Hispanic 
Heritage Month. 

f 

SERVICE MEMBERS HOME 
OWNERSHIP TAX ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANIEL B. MAFFEI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2009 

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in 
support of H.R. 3590, the Service Members 
Home Ownership Tax Act. It is important that 
the brave men and women currently serving 
our country have an opportunity to take ad-
vantage of programs such as the First-Time 
Homebuyer Tax Credit. I was proud to intro-
duce similar legislation with the same goal of 
extending the opportunity for service men and 
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women to take advantage of the tax credit for 
twelve months. I ask that all my colleagues 
Hon. support the Service Members Home 
Ownership Tax Act. 

Currently, there are approximately 190,000 
U.S. troops fighting wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. They are making the ultimate sacrifice 
for their country. These brave men and 
women are putting their lives on the line every 
single day, and we, in Congress, must do all 
in our power to ensure that they are not ex-

cluded from participating in programs like the 
First-time Homebuyer Tax Credit because they 
are overseas. 

In fact, a constituent of mine called my of-
fice to ask if anything was going to be done 
to ensure his son, a soldier, could benefit from 
the First-time Homebuyer Tax Credit. While 
these brave men and women are sacrificing to 
serve our country, we must ensure that they 
can take advantage of the same economic re-
covery resources the rest of us are enjoying. 

The Service Members Home Ownership Tax 
Act also makes sure that members of the 
armed services are not required to pay back 
the tax credit if they are forced to sell their 
home because they have been deployed to a 
different location. This legislation, like mine, 
shows Congress’s commitment to our troops, 
and I encourage other Member’s to join me in 
supporting the Service Members Home Own-
ership Tax Act. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, Oc-
tober 15, 2009 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
OCTOBER 20 

9:30 a.m. 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the state of 
the nation’s housing market. 

SD–538 
10 a.m. 

Finance 
To hold hearings to examine S. 1631, to 

reauthorize customs facilitation and 
trade enforcement functions and pro-
grams. 

SD–215 
Judiciary 
Administrative Oversight and the Courts 

Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine medical 

debt, focusing on bankruptcy reform. 
SD–226 

10:30 a.m. 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship 

To hold hearings to examine health care 
solutions for America’s small busi-
nesses. 

Room to be announced 
2:30 p.m. 

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Susan Tsui Grundmann, of Vir-
ginia, to be Chairman, and Anne Marie 
Wagner, of Virginia, to be a Member, 
both of the Merit Systems Protection 
Board. 

SD–342 
Intelligence 

To receive a closed briefing on certain 
intelligence matters from officials of 
the intelligence community. 

S–407, Capitol 

OCTOBER 21 

9:30 a.m. 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
To hold hearings to examine H1N1 flu, fo-

cusing on monitoring the nation’s re-
sponse. 

SD–342 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 977, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 

provide improved benefits for veterans 
who are former prisoners of war, S. 
1109, to provide veterans with individ-
ualized notice about available benefits, 
to streamline application processes or 
the benefits, S. 1118, to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for an 
increase in the amount of monthly de-
pendency and indemnity compensation 
payable to surviving spouses by the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, S. 1155, 
to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to establish the position of Director of 
Physician Assistant Services within 
the office of the Under Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs for health, S. 1204, to 
amend the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Health Care Programs Enhance-
ment Act of 2001 to require the provi-
sion of chiropractic care and services 
to veterans at all Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical centers, S. 1237, 
to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to expand the grant program for home-
less veterans with special needs to in-
clude male homeless veterans with 
minor dependents and to establish a 
grant program for reintegration of 
homeless women veterans and home-
less veterans with children, S. 1302, to 
provide for the introduction of pay-for- 
performance compensation mecha-
nisms into contracts of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs with commu-
nity-based outpatient clinics for the 
provisions of health care services, S. 
1394, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of medical, disability, and pen-
sion claims and other communications 
submitted by claimants, S. 1427, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
establish a Hospital Quality Report 
Card Initiative to report on health care 
quality in Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Centers, S. 1429, to estab-
lish a commission on veterans and 
members of the Armed Forces with 
post traumatic stress disorder, trau-
matic brain injury, or other mental 
health disorders, to enhance the capac-
ity of mental health care providers to 
assist such veterans and members, to 
ensure such veterans are not discrimi-
nated against, S. 1444, to amend title 
38, United States Code, to clarify the 
meaning of ‘‘combat with the enemy’’ 
for purposes of service-connection of 
disabilities, S. 1467, to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide cov-
erage under Traumatic Servicemem-
bers’ Group Life Insurance for adverse 
reactions to vaccinations administered 
by the Department of Defense, S. 1483, 
to designate the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs outpatient clinic in Alex-
andria, Minnesota, as the ‘‘Max J. 
Beilke Department of Veterans Affairs 
Outpatient Clinic’’, S. 1518, to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to furnish 
hospital care, medical services, and 
nursing home care to veterans who 
were stationed at Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina, while the water was contami-
nated at Camp Lejeune, S. 1531, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
establish within the Department of 
Veterans Affairs the position of Assist-
ant Secretary for Acquisition, Logis-
tics, and Construction, S. 1547, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, and 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 
to enhance and expand the assistance 
provided by the Department of Vet-

erans Affairs and the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to 
homeless veterans and veterans at risk 
of homelessness, S. 1556, to require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to permit 
facilities of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to be designated as voter 
registration agencies, S. 1607, to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to provide 
for certain rights and benefits for per-
sons who are absent from positions of 
employment to receive medical treat-
ment for service-connected disabilities, 
and S. 1668, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for the inclu-
sion of certain active duty service in 
the reserve components as qualifying 
service for purposes of Post-9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance Program, and any 
pending calendar business. 

SR–418 
9:45 a.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
To hold hearings to examine the costs 

and benefits for energy consumers and 
energy prices associated with the allo-
cation of greenhouse gas emission al-
lowances. 

SD–366 
10 a.m. 

Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine effective 

strategies for preventing health care 
fraud. 

SD–226 
2 p.m. 

Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Jane Branstetter Stranch, of 
Tennessee, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Sixth Circuit, and Ben-
jamin B. Tucker, of New York, to be 
Deputy Director for State, Local, and 
Tribal Affairs, Office of National Drug 
Control Policy. 

SD–226 

OCTOBER 22 

10 a.m. 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
focusing on a strategic concept for 
transatlantic security. 

SD–419 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
To hold hearings to examine the past, 

present, and future of policy czars. 
SD–342 

2:30 p.m. 
Intelligence 

To hold closed hearings to consider cer-
tain intelligence matters. 

S–407, Capitol 

OCTOBER 28 

2:30 p.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine combating 
distracted driving, focusing on man-
aging behavioral and technological 
risks. 

SR–253 

NOVEMBER 5 

10 a.m. 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine Veterans’ 
Affairs and Indian Health Service co-
operation. 

SR–418 
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